Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

made to carry air into a box, compressing it in
the top, from which it was carried to the furnace
through a small pipe.

It is a curious circumstance that the first
furnace erected by the Carnegie Steel Company
was one torn down at Escanaba and taken to
Pittsburg. It had been erected in Michigan to
be near the ore fields, but its owners found that
the problems of transportation could not be
solved in that way alone.

Scattered all over the Eastern States can
be found the ruins of once ambitious efforts to
make iron cheaply by locating furnaces close
to the ore. Some of the most pathetic failures,
however, were furnaces placed, as their builders
believed, close to both ore and fuel, and even
to transportation. In the Juniata Valley and
the Alleghany Mountains are many of these
monuments to the realization that the problems
of transportation are of great importance in the
iron Industry. These old stacks, built to defy
the ravages of time, were placed where ore had
been found and where wood was abundant for
the making of charcoal Most of them were
built after the construction of the Pennsylvania
Canal and the Old Portage Railroad, both huge
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